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April 24, 2018 
 
To the Editor: 
 
We have officially reached the final quarter of the school year.  It seems that time flies with each passing year, 
and this year has been no exception.   It’s amazing to see the growth in our students over the course of a year 
from a variety of perspectives.  There are a number of factors that aid in this process and each play an integral 
role in each student’s educational development.   
 
One of the biggest components of our school system is the positive relationship with our community.  It is very 
noticeable that education is valued here in Red Lodge.   It is visible throughout the district from various forms 
of community volunteerism in the schools to the high school care management team on “Late Start Mondays” 
to the weekend backpack program and high school food pantry to the over 30 mentors meeting weekly with 
middle school and high school students, among others. We have great community support in the Red Lodge 
School District, and this support is both very much valued and appreciated.  
 
Another critical component of growth is the commitment each staff member devotes to students and the 
profession in general.   The teaching profession is challenging, dynamic, and inspiring, among many others.  
The preparation required to be effective is more than just teaching content but relating the material to meet 
individual student needs.  It is common to see staff in the evenings, early mornings, and weekends preparing 
their classrooms for upcoming lessons or units.    We have an excellent staff in the Red Lodge School District, 
and I appreciate their dedication, passion, and everything each one does for our students.  As staff appreciation 
week approaches, please acknowledge those teachers and staff who impact our children daily and help prepare 
them for life.   
 
As the school year gives way to summer, I am proud of the combined efforts from our school and community 
to provide our students with a well-rounded education.       
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Fitzgerald 
Superintendent – Red Lodge School District #1 


